
The Old Testoment

9enesis - The book of beginnings. Records the beginning of the universe, man, the Sobboth, morrioge,
sin, socrifice, notions, government. Chopters 1-11 focus on events, the others focus on people.

Exodus - How Isrcel became o notion, with Moses os leoder.
Leviticus - A monual of worship for Isroel under fhe law. Theme of how sinful people con approach 6od

points olso to the coming of Jesus Christ, the "lomb of God.
Numbers - Records Israel's wondering in the wilderness, o result of disobedience. Title comes from two

"numberings" or censuses token during the long trek.
Deuteronomy - In lorge port o review of the lows set forth by rlAoses in Exodus ond Levificus.
Joshuc - In 3 brilliont compoigns, Joshuo. successor of Moses, leods the people into fhe Promised Lond.
Judges - lulingling with the Conoonites, fsroel strayed from 6od ofter Joshuo's deoth, doing "thot which

wos right in their own eyes," 6od roised up judges or militory rulers to deliver them.
Ruth - The story of a womon of luloob, who chooses to serve 6od and becomes great grondmo of Dovid.
I Somuel -The rise of Isroel under monorchy. Book centers around Samuel, Soul ond Dovid.
I ISomuel -The4Tyearreignof Dovid.  Tyears overJudahond33yeorsoverol l lsroel .
I Kings - King Solomon's reign, the kings of the divided kingdom through Ahob ond Jehoshophot.
II Kings - The f inol decline ond foll of Isroel ond then Judoh.
I Chronicles - The reign of Dovid ond preparotions for building the temple. Some tirne period os If Som.
II Chroniclas - Continues Isroel's history through Solomon's reign, then focuses on southern kingdom.

Closes with decree o{ Cyrus. Porollels I ond II Kings but focus is on religious not politicol ospect.
Ezno-Thereturn of theJewsofter deceeeof Cyrus. lstZerubbobel,thenEzro.Thetempleisrebuil t .
Nehemioh - The rebuilding of Jerusolem's wolls under Nehemioh, begun L4 years after Ezro's return.
Esthar - 6od's providentiol deliverance of the Jews through Esther ond tlAordecai during o time when

mony of them hod dispersed throughout the Persion empire after decree of Cyrus.
Job - The occount of Job, on historicol figure who lived probably obout the time of Abrahom. It's

theme: Why the righteous suffer.
Psofms -Thebeleiver's communion with 6odinp?ayer ond proise. Dovid wrote of leost holf of these.
Proverbs - Divine wisdom cpplied to the procticol problems of everyday life. Written by Solomon.
Ecclesiostes - The futility of life from o humon perspective, oport from God. The outhor is Solomon.
Song of Solomon - The blissful rotnonce of Solomon ond his Shulomite bride. Represents God's love f or

Isroel ond prophetic of Christ ond the Church.
fsoioh - Worns of coming Judgment ogoinst Judoh which moteriolized when it fell to the Babylonions.
Jeremiah - Written during the loter decline ond fall of Judah to the Bobylonions.
Lomentotions - Jeremioh's lohent orrer Bobylon's destruction of Jerusolem. Also portroy's 6od's loment

over this neczsso?y oct of diving chostisement.
Ezekiel - Writes first of Jerusolem's impending foll (586 B.C.) ond thenforetells its future restorotion.
Doniel - The prophet Doniel, coptured during early siqe of Judah, wrote from Bobylon. The

foundotionol book in understonding Bible prophecy, especiolly the book of Revelotion.
Hosea - Hoses wos o conternporory of Isoioh. Theme: Isroel's unfoithfulness, chostisemenl, restorofion.
Joel - One of eorliest prophetic writings. Locust plague foreshodows future judgement in "Doy of the Lord".
Amos - In o period of moteriolprosperity but morol dzcay, Amos tells Israelond surrounding notions of

6od's inevitoble judgtnent on sin.
Obadioh - God's judgment ogainst Edom, s notion descended from Esau, locoted south of the Deod Seo.
Jonoh - Ninevah, copitol of the Assyrion empire, turns to 6od under Jonoh's reluctont preoching. Shows

God's love ond plon f ar the 9entiles.
/tAicoh - Another prophecy ogoinst fsroel's sins. Foretells the birthploce of Christ 7OO years bef ore His birth
Nohum - Foretells impending destruction of Ninevoh, spored some 150 yeors earlier under Jonoh's preoching.



Hobokkuk - Reveols 6od's plon to punish o sinful notion by on even more sinful one.
Zelhaniah - Judgment on Judoh prefigures the "Doy of the Lord" but restorotion is olso prophesied.
Hoggoi - First minor prophet after the exile. Jews urged to resume rebuilding of temple after 15 year delay.
Zechariah - Further urging to complete temple, nourish spirituol depth. Foretells Christ's lst & Znd comings.
Altolochi - Exorts ogoinst spirituol shollowness. Foretells coming of John the Boptist. Christ. The Bible's 400

yeor silence thot followed wos broken whenthese two figures finolly oppeared on fhe world scene.

The New Testament

Matthew - The promised Messioh's orrivol ond His ultimote rejection. Emphosizes Jesus Christ os King.
AAork - The most concise of the 4 gospels. Emphasizes Christ os the servont of Jehovoh. Begins w/ ministry.
Luke - lAost detoiled of the gospels, reflecting o historion's skill. Presents Jesus os fhe perfect man, Sovior

of imperfect men.
John - Distinct from the other 3 gospels in coverage. yet hormonious. Stresses Christ os Son of God.
Acts - Theearly growth of Christianity from Christ's oscension to Poul's Roman imprisonment, about 33 yrs.
Romons - A systemotic presentotion of the gospel, stressing solvotion by foith alone.
f Corinthions - Written to correct emors of Christion conduct in the locol church - dissension, immorality,

lawsuits, and general church disorder.
II Corinthions - Speoks of the true gospel ministry, stewordship, ond Poul's opostolic outhority.
Golotians - Counterocts the errar of mixing low ond foith. Theme of justificotion by foith.
EPhesions - Encouroges believers everywhere who olreody shore o heovenly position with Christ, os hembers

of his invisible church.
Philippions - Stresses the joy of the Christion experience.
Colossions-Combotstheerrar of Gnosficismwhich deniedChrist 'sful l  deityondtruehumonity. Stresses

Christ os the Head of the Church ond of the whole universe.
I Thessolonions - Counsel in Christion loving ond emphasis on the Lord's return.
ff Thessolonians - Further clorificotion of the Lord's return ond whot it should meon in doily life.
I Timothy - First of the 3 "postorolepistles". Stresses sound doctrine, orderly church government, ond

principles to guide the church in the centuries to come.
fI Timothy - Describes the true servont of Jesus Christ. Worns of apostosy olreody set in. Stresses the

Word of God as the rzmedy for cll er?o?.
Titus - Poul's letter to o young minister on the islond of Crete. Stresses sound doctrine ond o godly life.
Philemon - Poul's intercession for the runowoy slove of o weolthy Colossion Christion. Illustrotes Christ's

intercession for us.
Hebrews - Presents the obsolute pre-eminence of Jesus Christ ond Christionity's superiority over Judoisnr.

Christ is the Greot High Priest , the one mediotor hetween 6od and mon.
Jomes - Firsf of general epistles. Teoches thot true foith produces wonks. Does not controdict doctrine

that solvotion is by foith olone.
T Peter - A letter of comfort ond encourogement to Christions, especiolly those sufferirg fron ottoch from

those without (non-Christions).
TT Peter - A worning agoinst the dongers from within - folse teaching had olreody gained o toehold.
I John - Written to combat 6nosticism, which denied 6hrist's full deity ond true humonity. Emphosizes

fellowshlp ond love in the fomily of God ond ossures truebelievers of eternol life.
ff John - Worns ogoinst ony comprotnise with doctrinal er?ar, but emphosizes thof truth be guorded in love.
III John - Worning ogoinst refusing fellowship with those who ore true believers.
Jude - Another worning agoinst apostosy ond false doctrine.
Revefof ion - The revelotion of Jesus Christ in the climotic events of world historv.
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